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FROM: VIENTIANE 

TO: Secretary of State 


<r 

Control: 2324 1 

Rec’d: SEPTEMBER 29, 

6:53 AM 


1962 


NO: 


507 , SEPTEMBER 29 , 4 PM 


PRIORITY 

ACTION DEPARTMENT 5 O 7 , INFORMATION BANGKOK 309 , PARIS 217, 

CINCPAC 230, SAIGON, PHNOM PENH UNNUNBERED, LONDON 1 97 , NEW DELHI 

66 , Moscow 39 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 
DEPT POUCH OTTAWA 
EMBTEL 452 

RECENT PRESS REPORTS WITH BOTH WASHINGTON AND VIENTIANE DATE- 
LINES USE FIGURE ” APPROXIMATELY 800 n FOR MAAG STRENGTH. 

THIS TRUE AT HEIGHT OF MAAG ACTIVITY SOME MONTHS AGO, BUT DUE 
ROTATION AND NORMAL ATTRITION MAAG TOTAL WHICH WILL BE WITHDRAWN 
THROUGH ICC CHECKPOINTS DURING 3 O-DAY PERIOD IS ABOUT 665 . WE 
HAVE DECLINED GIVE NEWSMEN HERE FDGURE CURRENT MAAG STRENGTH ON 

GROUNDS OF POTENTIAL MILITARY INTELLIGENCE VALUE OTHER SIDE. 
HOWEVER, AS END WITHDRAWAL TIME LIMIT APPROACHES, BELIEVE IT MORE 
IMPORTANT MAKE PUBLIC CURRENT TOTAL NOW IN ORDER PREVENT 
SPECULATION BASED ON DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 800 AND ACTUAL FIGURE. 

unless dept objects, WE Plan inform international press 

HERE, IN AS INFORMAL MANNER AS POSSIBLE, ACTUAL FIGURE. 

SUGGEST DEPT DO SAME IN ANY BRIEFINGS AND FORMAL STATEMENTS. 
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NOTE: Pouchet by DCT 
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